
Liao Liujun

Fall 2018

Teaching Portfolio



Teaching Philosophy

   Learning means pursuing and constantly improving. Those who love learning will find that the more 

knowledge they learn, the more they will feel their ignorance. They have a modest attitude and awe of  

knowledge. Successful teaching should use limited classroom time to enable students to develop good learning 

habits. Einstein said: education is what remains after one has forgotten everything he learned in school.

   In class, I encourage students to think independently and remain open and critical. I first outline the course 

research propositions, and then ask students to find out what they are interested in through assignments. Then, 

in the next class, everyone will introduce their research results and share. After each student's speech, I will ask 

questions, inspire everyone to think and discuss, and give guidance for the next step. In student discussion, I 

will fully respect the views of  students, but will use questions to inspire students to think, so that students can 

spontaneously improve their personal views and perspective.

   I like to share new knowledge with students in discussion. This promotion is mutual, so that knowledge is not 

a unilateral output and a passive acceptance, but by the interest of  the trigger, and in the process of  discussion 

knowledge transfers and absorbs each other.

   Through learning, students first need to master the ability to discover and organize information, and then 

through logical thinking, transform information into the design language. From abstract to concrete, from 2D 

to 3D, from static to dynamic. In addition, you also need the ability to design invisible objects, such as service 

design, process design. In the early stage of  information input, artists will be invited to give lectures to help 

students expand their horizons. And through learning cases to understand the design of  different disciplines in 

a project. This is to train students' overall thinking and overall vision when facing design objects. Afterwards, 

in the desk critic, guides the student from the effective organization information to the explicit consummation 

of  design goal. I will help students clearly identify the means needed to achieve their design goals after guiding 

students in organizing information.

   Students' grades consist of  their usual, mid-term and final grades. Peacetime grades are determined by 

attendance and class participation. Mid-term and final grades are determined by the quality of  reporting and 

model.

   For undergraduate teaching, （although design ideas and inspiration are important） I prefer to let students 

learn the professional foundation. Pave the way for future graduate study or employment. However, I will pay 

more attention to research-based learning for postgraduate teaching. Inspire students to think. Such thinking 

must be cutting-edge and rigorous. I am willing to let students do appropriate reading and sort out the logic 

before designing, so that the design can truly serve people.



Inclusivity Statement

   Everyone has the right to express his views, and everyone's views should be respected. At the same time, I 

will fully respect different cultures, habits and religions. Everyone, regardless of  race, country, gender, religion, 

sexual orientation, should enjoy the same educational resources and learning opportunities, and I fully embrace 

these differences. I encourage different views in the classroom. Because these differences are valuable. 

   I remember that when I was an exchange student at the Offenbach School of  Design in Germany in 2017. 

Because of  my native language was not German, and the teacher was not willing to give lectures in English. He 

spoke German almost all the time in class, and at about 20 minutes intervals, he would tell me in one or two 

English sentences what had just happened. I have no way to really enjoy in the class. I could not understand 

the class and I had no way to express it in German. I feel that I had been treated differently. This made me feel 

depressed about learning.

   I would never acquiesce to such a situation in my classroom, every student should have the same right to 

acquire knowledge. If  there are any areas that are not taken into consideration in the course, we hope they are 

pointed out.



Course Descriptions

Self  - Exhibition

Instructor: Liao Liujun , lliao@risd.edu

Fall: 2018

Credits: 3

Elective Course

   

   Do you really know yourself ? Are you sure your friends or family really know you? Do you want others 

to know you? There is an opportunity for you to get to know yourself  and express yourself. This course is 

for students to organize information for exhibition. Through learning, students will improve their ability to 

organize and express information. 

   No one knows yourself  better than yourself. Students will do an exhibition of  self-cognition. Organizing your 

information can be something you used, your art works, a scar in your body, or a story in your life. Find an 

angle to narrate yourself. Students will share their own choice in presentations and summarize the information.         

   The final presentation should be a personal exhibition for each student. The final presentation should be a 

personal exhibition for each student. The exhibition space can be chosen by yourself, it can be a classroom, 

your own bedroom, or a corridor. This course is open to all students.

Non-major

No Pre-requisite

Class Hours: Mon 9:40am-11:10am 

Class Room: CIT Building, Room 611



Course Descriptions

Double identity

Instructor: Liao Liujun , lliao@risd.edu

Fall: 2018

Credits: 6

First year design studio

   

   Exhibition designers usually need to work closely with curators. Designers need to know the intentions of  

the curators, the stories and requirements to be expressed. Student in this studio will have the opportunity to 

experience both identities and will move toward a broader vision of  exhibition design.

   Students need to do research the work of  the artists as curators. The artist for researching could be allocated 

or be student’s own choice. Each student will research the work of  artist and then make an argument 

presentation to the whole class, making a case for serious consideration of  their work. 

After the research, students need to shift their role from curator to exhibition designer. Students will translate 

the information from text to design language.

   The final iteration of  the exhibit will incorporate explanatory texts and models. Graphical experience is good 

but not necessary in this class.

INTAR Only

Class Hours: 

T/TH 9:40am-11:10am 1:10pm-4:10pm

Class Room: CIT Building, Room 611



Course Descriptions

Designing for the blind

Instructor: Liao Liujun , lliao@risd.edu

Fall: 2018

Credits: 6

Second year design studio

   Multi-sensory design is a practice that offers new opportunities for students.

In class, students will explore the effects of  different human senses and combine different design language to 

communicate with the audience.

   Each student will research the work of  two blind artist and then make a presentation to the whole class, 

making a case for serious consideration of  their work. We will then discuss some relevant precedents of  built 

exhibits that focus on the work of  particular blind artists and assess their efficacy and integrity. How we design 

a qualitative exhibition for a blind audience is the goal.

   In either case, the final iteration of  the exhibit should certainly include explanatory text, graphics, images, 

models, and objects that are currently on display or held in museum collections. Although much of  the work in 

the studio will be on an individual basis, some teamwork may be considered as the best way to make the most 

effective presentations if  interests converge. Focusing on the exhibition experience from a blind perspective will 

not only enable the blind to participate meaningfully in the exhibition, but also enhance the experience of  the 

entire exhibition for non-blind audiences.

INTAR Only

Class Hours: 

T/TH 9:40am-11:10am 1:10pm-4:10pm

Class Room: CIT Building, Room 611



Proposed Syllabus

Self  - Exhibition

Instructor: Liao Liujun , lliao@risd.edu

Fall: 2018

Credits: 3

Elective Course

Course Description
   Do you really know yourself ? Are you sure your friends or family really know you? Do you want others 

to know you? There is an opportunity for you to get to know yourself  and express yourself. This course is 

for students to organize information for exhibition. Through learning, students will improve their ability to 

organize and express information. 

   No one knows yourself  better than yourself. Students will do an exhibition of  self-cognition. Organizing your 

information can be something you used, your art works, a scar in your body, or a story in your life. Find an 

angle to narrate yourself. Students will share their own choice in presentations and summarize the information.         

   The final presentation should be a personal exhibition for each student. The final presentation should be a 

personal exhibition for each student. The exhibition space can be chosen by yourself, it can be a classroom, 

your own bedroom, or a corridor. This course is open to all students.

Non-major

No Pre-requisite

Class Hours: Mon 9:40am-11:10am 

Class Room: CIT Building, Room 611



Goals
After successfully completing this course, you will learn how to design a narrative exhibition. 

1. To Introduce the exhibition to students.

2. To develop the students’ abilities to plan and execute their exhibition design through comprehensive,   

     preparation and establishing problem-solving skills.

3. To create a welcoming environment where students are encouraged to have a thoughtful and

     comprehensive dialogue about each other’s work and ideas.

4. To develop students' ability to collect and select information.

5. To develop students' ability to translate information into a design language to achieve accurate 

     communication of  information.

6. To let students understand the history of  the exhibition, the process and method of  exhibition design. Help  

     them think about building exhibition designs faster.

7. To help students achieve their personal, implementable exhibitions.

8. Learn to intervene in space to understand how people relate to space and how to narrative in space.

Overall Course Expectations
Students in this course will be expected to do the following:

1. Attend all lectures and actively participate in discussion.

2. Read all assigned material prior to coming to class and actively participate in class discussions.

3. Complete and turn in all assignments on time. 

4. Respect each other, each others questions and each others discussion.

Evaluation 
Students will be evaluated based on: 

Participation       20%

Homework         20%

Final Presentation   60%

Evaluation Category Details
Participation
   This course will move very fast and it is crucial to success in the course that students attend and participate. 

Unexcused absences will result in a loss of  percentage points.

Homework
   There will be 6 homework assignments during the semester, together worth 30% of  course grade. Homework 



will consist of  both reading and drawing exercises. Late homework will not be accepted. Students are 

expected to work independently on their homework, but discussion on general aspects of  the course content is 

encouraged.

Final Presentation
   Need to provide a complete exhibition experience, and convincing statement logic.

Dates
Week 1- Monday 1/7

Introduction to Exhibition history.

Assignment: Reading, Inside the white cube.

Week 2- Monday 1/14

Case study: 

1. Hausdermusik (Seilerstätte 30, 1010 Wien, Austria)
2. The Art of  the Scent (Museum of  arts and design, New York, United States)
3. How wine became modern (Sfmoma, San francisco, United States)

Assignment: Prepare your own story, title and subtitle. Select the exhibits and choose a site for your exhibition. 

Present to all class and tell us why the story is important to you.

Week 3- Monday 1/21

Critic assignments and introduce participatory exhibition design.

Assignment: Add participatory element to improve your own exhibition.

Week 4- Monday 1/28

Desk critic 

Week 5- Monday 2/4

Final presentation. Student could individual present their work through showing a real exhibition or physical 

model with slides. Then discussion and critique.

Recommended Textbooks 
1. Exhibition (Whitechapel: Documents of  Contemporary Art) - Lucy Steeds

2. Ways of  Seeing: Based on the BBC Television Series (Penguin Books for Art) - John Berger

3. Curatorial Style and Art Historical Thinking: Exhibitions as Objects of  Knowledge，Assimina Kaniari， 



     Athens School of  Fine Arts, Greece, Piraios st. 256 Ag. Ioannis Rentis, 18233 Athens, Greece

4. The exhibition as theatre- on the staging of  museum objects, Marc Maure

5. Whitechapel Gallery Retrospective of  its exhibition: ‘This is Tomorrow’, Contemporary Art Magazine,   

   Published on 21 February 2011

6. Do Museums Still Need Objects?, Steven Conn 

7. The exhibition and the display/2009, Martin Beck

8. Museums: Where Art and Design Meet Politics, from an interview with Stephan Klein, by Jerry Lou 

    Hammett, Designer / Builder magazine, Nov. 1999, pp.5-8

9. Silent Pedagogy in Art Museums, Dobbs, S. & Eisner, E, (1990). Silent pedagogy in art museums. Curator

    33,217-235.

10. Narrative Space, A Conference held at The University of  Leicester, UK School of  Museum Studies

    20-22 April, 2010

 

Diversity Statement 
This course is designed to support an inclusive learning environment where diverse perspectives are recognized, 

respected and seen as a source of  strength. It is our intent to provide materials and activities that are respectful 

of  various levels of  diversity: mathematical background, previous computing skills, gender, sexuality, disability, 

age, socioeconomic status, ethnicity, race, and culture. 



Proposed Project: Self  - Exhibition

   Do you really know yourself ? Are you sure your friends or family really know you? Do you want others 

to know you? There is an opportunity for you to get to know yourself  and express yourself. This course is 

for students to organize information for exhibition. Through learning, students will improve their ability to 

organize and express information. 

   No one knows yourself  better than yourself. Students will do an exhibition of  self-cognition. Organizing your 

information can be something you used, your art works, a scar in your body, or a story in your life. Find an 

angle to narrate yourself. Students will share their own choice in presentations and summarize the information.         

   The final presentation should be a personal exhibition for each student. The final presentation should be a 

personal exhibition for each student. The exhibition space can be chosen by yourself, it can be a classroom, 

your own bedroom, or a corridor. This course is open to all students.

   Each student needs to choose their own exhibits, no more than 3 pieces. These exhibits can be their own 

works, they can be objects in their own lives, and even abstract poems and music.Then we will share these 

choices and discuss why they chose them and their connections with the curators to clarify the direction and 

goals of  the exhibition.

Goals
After successfully completing this course, you will learn how to design a narrative exhibition. 

1. To Introduce the exhibition to students.

2. To develop the students’ abilities to plan and execute their exhibition design through comprehensive,   

     preparation and establishing problem-solving skills.

3. To create a welcoming environment where students are encouraged to have a thoughtful and

     comprehensive dialogue about each other’s work and ideas.

4. To develop students' ability to collect and select information.

5. To develop students' ability to translate information into a design language to achieve accurate 

     communication of  information.

Assessment
Basic-competency: all elements are completed. Show basic understanding of  the project goals. Complete 
personal exhibition.
Advanced-competency: excel and go beyond basic competency. The information is delivered accurately, the 
content and form are logical and the design is excellent.



Mid-term Feedback Form

Self  - Exhibition

Student Name                                                   Department                                                      Year

Please fill out this feedback form. Your suggestions will help me address your concerns or questions during the 

final half  of  the semester. If  you need more room, feel free to write on the back of  this sheet.

Aims for this semester

1. To Introduce the exhibition to students.

2. To develop the students’ abilities to plan and execute their exhibition design through comprehensive,   

     preparation and establishing problem-solving skills.

3. To create a welcoming environment where students are encouraged to have a thoughtful and

     comprehensive dialogue about each other’s work and ideas.

4. To develop students' ability to collect and select information.

5. To develop students' ability to translate information into a design language to achieve accurate 

     communication of  information.

6. To let students understand the history of  the exhibition, the process and method of  exhibition design. Help  

     them think about building exhibition designs faster.

7. To help students achieve their personal, implementable exhibitions.

8. Learn to intervene in space to understand how people relate to space and how to narrative in space.

How many hours do you average spend on work outside class each week? Is the workload manageable?

How do you feel the pace of the class?
       5      4      3      2      1
Too fast Just right Too slow

Do you feel engaged during most of the class? Do you feel comfortable sharing your opinion with the class/
instructor?

Do you feel the feedback from instructor has been constructive or helpful? What has been the most helpful or 
effective method of feedback for you?

What’s your most favorite part of the class? What’s the least favorite part? Why?

What aspects do you think the instructor could do better? Any suggestions or concerns, or anything else you wish 
to tell me?

Instructor: Liao Liujun



Grading Rubrics

Excellent (A)

• The work has a high degree of completion.
• Design concept is interesting.
• Consistently engages in class/ discussion/critiques and shows respect/ responsibility to others work.
• Considers concepts discussed and works to respond to dialog, able to articulate 
      and share knowledge with others.
• Always listens attentively to presenter and to other group members.
• Work is complete and well resolved as result.
• No absence to class.
• Never late for a class.
• Clear and accurate presentation.
• Shows thorough research/study of presentation topic, able to answer all questions from audiences.
• Reflects thoughtful personal ideas and perspectives towards presentation topic.

Competent (B-C)

• Get the job done, but the relative lack of innovative design.
• Infrequent participant in peer review, and sho
• Generally engages in discussion of personal work and able to articulate own work.
• Infrequent participant in peer review, and shows some willingness to share knowledge and offer ideas.
• Shows some engagement in listening
• Usually able to articulate share knowledge with others
• Work often suffers from push to meet deadline.
• At most 1 unexcused absences
• At most 2 lateness

Needs Work (Below D)

• Work is sloppy, poorly executed, or incomplete.
• Work seems uninspired and visually uninteresting.
• Rarely engages in class/discussion/critiques and shows respect/ responsibility to others work.
• Application or concern for feedback lacks attention.
• Rarely listens to presenter and to other group members.
• Rarely able to articulate and share knowledge with others.
• Unable to manage time well and assignments are often late or incomplete.
• Excels 1 unexcused absences.
• Excels 2 lateness.
• Cannot be heard and/or speaks so unclearly that s/he cannot be understood when doing the presentation.
• Shows a little/no research/study of presentation topic, not able to answer questions from audiences
• Reflects no personal ideas and perspective towards presentation topic, and merely repeats information resources


